October 16, 2025

Governor Katie Hobbs
Office of the Governor
1700 W. Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85007
Via Email: engage@az.gov

RE: ASLD Application #53-122457 for the sale of 160 acres of State Trust Land requested by Copper World, Inc.

Dear Governor Hobbs:

I respectfully request that you instruct State Land Commissioner Robyn Sahid to reject Copper World’s request to auction 160 acres of State Trust Land included in ASLD Application #53-122457. 

According to an Oct. 14 memorandum by Pima County Administrator Jan Lesher, the department informed Pima County at an Oct. 8 meeting it intends to auction the land next year. The sale of this property to Copper World facilitates the development of a mining project that would deplete 70 billion gallons of ground water,  permanently damage vital natural and cultural resources, and threaten public health and well-being of residents in the nearby community of Corona de Tucson.

During the Oct. 8 meeting, Commissioner Sahid told Deputy County Administrator Carmine DeBonis that selling the 160 acres to Hudbay would allow the company to move the tailings dump further south and away from homes in Corona de Tucson. However, Hudbay has not formally committed to do this to the county or the land department.

Hudbay has considerable financial incentive to use the 160 acres to dump additional tailings rather than moving tailings away from Corona de Tucson.

 According to data from Copper World’s 2023 Pre-Feasibility study, the additional acreage for tailings would allow the mine to process another 41 million tons of ore, generating at least 91.8 million pounds of copper concentrate. Using Hudbay’s estimate for $3.75/pound of copper concentrate, this would generate $344,400,000 in revenue for the Toronto-based company.

I respectfully request you instruct Commissioner Sahid to reject Copper World’s request to auction this land.

Sincerely,
