Save the Scenic Santa Ritas

Save the Scenic Santa Ritas
8987 E. Tanque Verde #309-157
Tucson, AZ 85749
www.scenicsantaritas.org

is a non-profit organization that is working to protect
the Santa Rita and Patagonia Mountains from
environmental degradation caused by mining and
mineral exploration activities.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

SEND YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
Save the Scenic Santa Ritas
8987 E. Tanque Verde #309-157
Tucson, AZ 85749
$250 or more - SUMMIT
$100 - RIDGELINE
$50 - CANYON CRAWLER
$25 - TRAILBLAZER
OTHER AMOUNT $_______________
I WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER
Name: ___________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________
Phone #:_ _______________________________________

HAVE QUESTIONS?
Map of potential area mines
P h o to g ra p h s co u r tesy of G l e n G o o d w i n , G e o rg e West a n d L a i n i e Lev i c k
Wa te rco l o r co u r tesy of Bi l l Co o k
Ca r to g ra p hy by L a i n i e Lev i c k
D es i g n co u r tesy of G re e n H o u se G ra p h i c D es i g n L LC a n d L i sa Fro e l i c h

CALL US AT: (520) 445-6615
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE @
WWW.SCENICSANTARITAS.ORG
Printed on Recycled Paper
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enjoy the views

experience the summit

encounter the wildlife

Save the Scenic Santa Ritas

Save the Scenic Santa Ritas

Conserve our

Water resources

the patagonia mountains and
the san rafael valley

The Rosemont Valley in the Santa Ritas is threatened
by the Rosemont open pit copper mine proposal. The
Patagonia Mountains and San Rafael Valley are threatened
by exploration and mining proposals near Harshaw and
Duquesne, and in the watershed of the Santa Cruz River.

Keep our

public lands Public

Augusta Resource/Rosemont Copper wants the Forest
Service to let them use over 3,000 acres of Coronado
National Forest land as a dumpsite for thousands of
tons of rock which would be excavated from the open pit.
This dumping, along with water, air and noise pollution
and increased heavy truck traffic, will drastically curtail
or totally eliminate the current extensive recreational
use of this part of the Santa Ritas by hikers, hunters,
rock hounding groups, bicyclists, equestrians, off-road
enthusiasts, and birders. If the Patagonia Mountains and
San Rafael Valley are also impacted by mining activities,
miles of public land in these areas would no longer be
available for public recreation and enjoyment.

The

The Sonoran Desert can’t be reclaimed.

Protect Southern Arizona’s

Quality of life

Scenic landscapes, open space, clean air, clean
water, and abundant wildlife are what make
Southern Arizona so special. The Santa Rita
Mountains are home to 32 endangered or
sensitive species; the Patagonia Mountains
are home to 20. Southeast Santa Cruz County
contains some of the only preserved remnants
of the original grassland/forest landscapes
of Southern Arizona. Open pit mining would
permanently destroy wildlife corridors and
habitat, and threaten our clean air and water.

opposition

Our U. S. Representatives Gabrielle Giffords and Raúl Grijalva, as
well as many state legislators, also support the protection and
withdrawal of these important and scenic areas of the Coronado
National Forest from the degradation of open pit mining.

Keep our

Economy sustainable
In the past, mining was a significant contributor to
Arizona’s rural economy, but mining now contributes less
than one percent to our state economy. The income to
Pima and Santa Cruz Counties from recreation, tourism,
and birdwatching far exceeds the economic benefits from
mining. Scenic, pristine landscapes, clean air and water,
wildlife, and other environmental attractions foster long
term residency, tourism, and related industries. Mining
is an end use industry. After ore bodies are played out,
the mines, along with their economic activities are gone,
leaving the natural landscape decimated forever.

Act now!

The Pima County and Santa Cruz County Boards of Supervisors,
the towns of Oro Valley, Marana, Sahuarita, and Patagonia, the
Green Valley Community Coordinating Council, the City of Tucson,
the Hopi Tribe and the Tohono O’odham Nation have all passed
resolutions opposing the proposed Rosemont Mine.
Over 12,000 people have signed petitions opposing the Rosemont
Copper proposal, and over 7,000 have signed in opposition to
mining in Santa Cruz County.

Water in the desert is a finite resource. Mines use many
thousands of gallons of our precious groundwater every
day. Mines have unexpected leaks and spills than can
contain toxic levels of heavy metals. There is NO guarantee
that groundwater beneath a mine site or surface water and
riparian areas downstream would NOT be impacted during
mining or in the future.

These mines are NOT a done deal and they have NOT been
approved! Permitting takes many years and requires
numerous approvals from government agencies.

To learn more about these issues and
HOW YOU CAN HELP
visit our website

WWW.SCENICSANTARITAS.ORG

With YOUR HELP, these mines CAN be stopped.

Raise your voice!
Keep our public lands public!

